Achan's Babylonish Garment

BABYLONISH GARMENTS

by Bob Allgood

“And the Lord said --- Israel hath sinned --- Therefore
the children of Israel can not stand beforetheir enemies ---
neither will | be with you any more, except --- O |sradl:
thou canst not stand befor e thine enemies, until ye take
away the accursed thing from among you.” Joshua 7:10-
13

Theyear isabout 1493 BC. The children of Israel had
been delivered from their 400 plus year s of Egyptian
bondage forty (40) yearsearlier, but had been wandering
in the Wildernessfor those forty (40) year s because of
Unbelief. When they had cometo the borders of Canaan,
which isa type of the Church of God, they were convinced
by a hand full of unbelieving liberalsthat “the land of milk
and honey” was not worth fighting for. I nstead of
“Obeying God” they said, “We be not ableto go up against
the people —and we werein our own sight as
grasshoppers’. With the exception of a FEW, the whole
congregation said, “Would to God that we had died in the
land of Egypt ! or would to God we had died in this
wilderness’, And they said, “ L et us make usa captain, and
let usreturninto Egypt”. Be careful what you ask for,
GOD GRANTED THEIR WISH !

Likewise, Moses and Aaron had been denied entrance
into Canaan because of Unbelief. I nstead of speakingtothe
Rock as God told him, M oses smote the Rock twice, and
failed to sanctify the Lord in the eyes of the people (Num.
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20:8-12). Moses, the servant of the Lord, was allowed to go
to thetop of Mt. Pisgah and view Canaan, but he was not
allowed to enter. We need to be careful not to teach or sing
about Canaan as atype of heaven. Moses and Aaron did
not make it into Canaan, but they surely are IN heaven.

Joshua has been appointed to take the place of M oses as
leader of the children of Israel.. God told Joshuato “Be
strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be
thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God iswith thee whither
so ever thou goest” . God told Joshua, “ Thisbook of the law
shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate
therein day and night, that thou mayest observeto do
accordingto all that iswritten therein: for then thou shalt
make thy way prosperous, and then shalt thou have good
success’. God told Joshua, “1 will be with thee, | will not
fail thee, nor forsakethee” (Joshua 1:5-9). Noticethat this
timely promiseis based on obedienceto God’s
commandments.

Joshuatold the peopleto PREPARE - “for within three
daysye shall passover thisJordan, to goin to possessthe
land, which the Lord your God giveth you to possessit”.
PREPARE — “for ye have not passed thisway heretofore’.
Thiswas not to bea “new direction” of morerebellion, but
a “straight and narrow path of righteousness’. Theriver
Jordan was flooded asit, “ overfloweth all hisbanksall the
timeof harvest”. The people weretold to follow after the
Ark of the Covenant by a space of 2,000 cubits. When the
soles of the feet of the priest carrying the Ark werein the
brim of the water, “the water s which came down from
above stood and rose up upon an heap — and those that
came down toward the sea of the plain - failed, and were
cut off: and the people passed over right against Jericho”.

Jericho wasto bethefirst stronghold to fall by the hand
of God. Thefirst trophy to be given to the children of
Israel. Thisisthefirst mention of Jerichoin the Scriptures.
The city represents “ wickedness and accur sed things’ even
astheLord said, “the city shall be accursed” (Jos. 6:17). So
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wicked was thiscity that Joshua said, “ Cursed be the man
beforethe Lord, that riseth up buildeth thiscity Jericho —*
(Jos. 6:26). This can be compared to the CURSE Paul
pronounced on them that “preach another gospel” (Gal.
1:8-9).

The children of |srael encamped in Gilgal after Joshua
had circumcised all those who were born in the wilder ness
during their 40 years of wandering. No male | sraelite gets
into the land of Canaan without being circumcised. No one
should be allowed to join the Church of God without first
giving evidence that they have been circumcised in the
heart, “the circumcision made without hands - the
operation of God” (Col. 2:11-13). Only then are they fit
subjectsfor Scriptural water baptism ! The children of
| srael “kept the passover on the fourteenth day of the
month at even in the plains of Jericho, forty yearsto the
day after being delivered from Egypt (Ex. 12, w/ Jos. 5:10).
Jericho isabout to fall to thechildren of Israel. The
blessings of God wasto betheirsfor obedienceto his
commandments,

The Captain of the host of the Lord wasthere, Jesus
Christ our King. “It cameto pass, when Joshua was by
Jericho, that helifted up hiseyesand looked, and behold,
there stood a man over against him with hissword in his
hand: and Joshua went up to him, and said unto him, Art
thou for us, or for our adversaries?”. Beloved it isvery
important to know whether or not you areon thelLord’s
sidein abattle. “If God befor us, who can be against us ?”
The man answered, “Nay; but as Captain (i.e. Prince) of
the host of theLord am | now come”. And Joshua fell on
hisfaceto the earth and did wor ship, and said unto him,
“What saith my lord unto his servant”? Should we not cry
out, even as Paul did, “Lord what wilt thou have meto
do ?”. Should we not pray, Lord Jesus give thy servants
mar ching orders, lesswe attack the Jerichosin our own
strength. When we undertake to do things on our own
because we think it isa“good idea” or becausethe“church
needs help” —when we undertake to movein “new
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directions’ contrary tothe Word and Will of The Captain
of the host of the Lord - we will surely fail and bring
disgrace to his name.

The Captain of the Lord’shost said unto Joshua,
“Loosethy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon
thou standest isholy”. And Joshua did as he wastold.

M oses his predecessor had once had a similar experience.
“The Angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of
fireout of the midst of a bush - the bush burned with fire,
and the bush was not consumed. And God called unto him
— M oses, M oses, -- Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes
from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is
holy ground” (Ex. 3:2-5). Can anyone deny the Divinity of
the Captain of the Lord’shost ? Can anyone deny that we
should not likewise bow in humble adoration of our great
God and Savior who will giveusvictory in the battle
against spiritual wickednessin high placesif we will “Obey
God rather than men”.

Jericho was straitly shut up because of the children of
Israel, and nonewent in or out. Thewall kept the children
of Israel out, and the children of |srael kept the city shut
up. The Lord said to Joshua, “ See, | have given into thine
hand Jericho”. The men of war weretold to go around the
city once a day for six days. Then on the seventh day they
wer e to go around the city seven times. Seven priest wereto
make a long blast on seven trumpets of ram’shorn, and
the people wer e to shout, and when they did the wall of the
city would fall down flat. Not topple over, but fall down
flat. Mighty Jericho would fall.

BUT God said, “ The city shall be accursed - and all that
aretherein”. Thegold and silver and vessels of brassand
iron wer e to be consecrated unto the Lord, and delivered
into thetreasury of the Lord, but the children of |srael
wer e not to take any SPOIL S from the accursed City of
Jericho. No one wasto take anything from the city for their
personal benefit. Just asthose who preach another gospel
areto be accursed, and God’ s people should not be a
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participant with, nor benefit from, those who preach
another gospel. So the men of war mar ched around the
city, the priest blew the trumpets, the people shouted and
thewall fell down flat. Thewarriorswent into the city and
utterly destroyed “all that wasin the city, both man and
woman, young and old, and ox, and sheep, and ass, with
the edge of the sword” . Only Rahab the harlot and her
father’s household wer e spared.

But ONE M AN, named Achan, “took of the accur sed
thing; and the anger of the Lord waskindled against the
children of Israel” (Joshua 7:1). Solomon wrote, “Wisdom
is better than weapons of war: but one sinner destroyeth
much good”. ONE MAN saw a Babylonish Garment that
was appealing to hislustful eyes, and took it, with some
silver and a wedge of gold, and hid them among his stuff.
ONE M AN can cause much troublefor Zion. ONE MAN
can bring hurt to thousands of God’s people. ONE MAN
can gather afollowing of rebellious sinnersand cause
division among the family of God. Korah did ! Jeroboam
did! Ahab did! Achandid! After defeating Jericho, tiny
Ai wasnext in line. It was so small that it was
recommended that Joshua send only a small force. But
|srael was DEFEATED ! (Jos. 7:2-5). WHY ? Because
ONE M AN had hid a Babylonish Garment in the camp !

ONE MAN had interrupted the blessings of God from
the whole congregation, from the entire nation of |srael.
God held theentire nation, ALL of the children of |srael
responsible for the SIN of ONE MAN. God said, “Israel
hath sinned -- Therefore the children of Israel could not
stand before their enemies—neither will | be with you any
mor e, except ye destroy the accur sed thing from among
you. -- O Israel: thou canst not stand befor e thine enemies,
UNTIL yetake away the accur sed thing from among you”
(Jos. 7:11-13). Now some may say “That isnot fair”, God
promised not to leave or forsake Joshua. Remember that
timely promise was based upon timely obedience, AND it is
the sametoday. Jesus said, “ | F ye love me, keep my
commandments. — | F ye keep my commandments, ye shall
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abidein my love” (John 14:15, 15:10). Many liketo talk
about “Loving God” whilethey do asthey please. That is
hypocrisy ! John says, “ For thisisthe love of God, that we
keep hiscommandments. and his commandments ar e not
grievous’ (I John 5:3).

But now the children of I srael were probably asking
themselves, “How do you define UNTIL”. They needed to
know “WHQO” did thisthing and how they were going to
find him. Achan was hiding in the midst of the multitude,
and the Babylonish Garment was hid among his stuff. “Be
surethat your sin will find you out”. God has a way to
identify the ones who have left “the old paths’. Allow meto
paraphrasethis. The Lord said, We aregoing to have a
Line-Up. Israel shall come by tribes, and thetribel pick
shall come by families, and the family | pick shall come by
household, and the household | pick shall come man by
man. | n effect, the Lord said, we will narrow thisthing
down to THE MAN that isresponsible for all thetrouble.
Beloved in my humble opinion the Old Baptists ought to
have a Line-Up and examined - man by man - according to
sound doctrine and practiceto find THE MAN that is
causing troublein Zion today.

Achan was identified asthe guilty party and confessto
Joshua, “Indeed | have sinned against the Lord God of
|srael —When | saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish
garment, -- and silver and a wedge of gold — | coveted
them, and took them; --* (Jos. 7:20-21). This Babylonish
Garment symbolizes every form of idolatry known to man.
This Babylonish Garment speaksof MYSTERY
BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS
AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. This
Babylonish Gar ment represents every departure from “the
old paths’ and therebellious attitude of them that say “we
will not walk therein”. This Babylonish Gar ment
represents every man made invention and innovation ever
brought into the Church of God. Achan was also guilty of
taking silver and gold that was to be consecrated unto the
Lord and delivered tothe Lord’streasury. | am reminded
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how that Ananias and Sapphira were put to death for lying
to God about their giftsto the Church treasury (Acts 5:1-
9).

God said, “And it shall be, that he that istaken with the
accur sed thing shall be burnt with fire, he and all that he
hath: because he had transgr essed the covenant of the
L ord, and because he hath wrought folly (i.e. wickedness)
in Israel” (Jos. 7:15). This punishment was handed out in a
literal fashion in the Old Testament days. Achan was
taken, along with his sons and daughters, and stoned to
death, then all the bodies and all of his possessions were
burned with fire, and they raised over him a great heap of
stonesthat remain until thisday in the Valley of Achor
(Jos. 7:24-26). Some may say “how un-loving and unkind”.
NOT SO - Achan had troubled I srael. Achan had caused
the presence of the Lord to depart from Israel. Achan had
cause the anger of theLord to beupon Israel. The
disciplinewas carried out for the love of God and thelove
of God’s people.

Do we carry out disciplinein thismanner today ? NO - But
we ar e taught to separ ate our selves from heresy and disorder.
We are not taught to tolerate them in the name of love and
forgiveness. We aretaught to put away the Babylonish
Garmentsthat comeinto the Church of theliving God.
Babylonish Gar ments can take on many appear ances. They can
comein theform of aMan Made Missions Movement or a
Seminar for Ministerial Training or Youth Campsunder the
guise of Christian Training or Ecumenical Endeavor s with
other ordersor New (unsound) Doctrine or New Inter pretation
of Scriptureor Lower Standardsfor Church membership or
New Directionsfor Excitement and Activitiesinstead of
Walking in the Old Paths. When ever God’s people depart
from thefaith, from the Biblical New Testament pattern of the
Church, they can be assured the Lord will say, “O Isradl: thou
canst not stand before thine enemies, UNTIL yetake away the
accur sed thing from among you” . May God help usto put away
all of the Babylonish Garmentsthat prevent God’s blessings
upon the Church of Jesus Christ. (BA)

file:///C|/15-40%20-%200ther%20A ctive%20Fil es/249620-%20B T F%20Webs/BTF/cords/art128.htm (7 of 8)6/23/2008 5:46:47 PM




Achan's Babylonish Garment

Return to BTL Bookshelf 1

file:///C|/15-40%20-%200ther%20A ctive%20Files/24%20-%20B T F%20Webs/BTF/cords/art128.htm (8 of 8)6/23/2008 5:46:47 PM


http://www.bibletruthforum.com/btlshelf1.htm

	Local Disk
	Achan's Babylonish Garment


