Who IsOn The Lord's Side

WholsOn TheLord's Side?

by Bob Allgood

When M oses saw that the people were naked; (for Aaron
had made them naked unto their shame among their
enemies.) Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and
said, "Whoison thelLord'sside? Let him come unto me."
And all the sons of L evi gathered themselvestogether unto
him. (Exodus32:26) Jesussaid, “Hethat isnot with meis
against me; and hethat gathereth not with me scatter eth
abroad.” (Matthew 12:30)

We have here something old and something new,
brought forth from the treasure chest of Truth. What
Moses asked in the old, Jesus answersin the new. The
timely question “Whoison theLord’sside’? isjust asvalid
today asit waswhen Moses asked it. Those who were on the
Lord’ssidein Moses day, and thosewho areon thelLord’s
sidein our day, are separated only by time. Threetimely
truthsin the OT text caught my attention and stirred my
mind for thisshort article. (1) Moses saw that the people
wer e naked. (2) He asked, Who isown the Lord's side? (3)
Then, all the sons of L evi gathered themselves unto him. |
will not attempt to separate these threethreads, but rather |
will try to intertwine them with the words of Christ to make
athreefold cord which isnot quickly broken (Eccles. 4:12).

| remember as a boy in school we would choose up sides
to play basketball or touch football. In order to identify
our selves, one side would leave their shirtson and the other
sidewould taketheir shirtsoff. If you played, you either
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played for the Shirtsor the Skins. In modern day organized
sports, from " Little League" to" Professionals’, teams now
wear brightly colored uniformsto identify themselves. Now
days, even the fans show their pridein their teams by
wearing team colors. 'College’ and 'Professional’ teams
spend much more money than '"High School' or 'Little

L eague' teamson their uniformsand equipment. All of this
helpsto provethat thereal difference between Men and
Boys can be measured by the price of their toys. Do not
misunder stand me, | am not 'putting down' sports. | like
sports. | watch sportson TV. Until | reached fifty, |
fantasized that | could still play. That ischild’s play.

When it comesto serving God we ought to have a
different attitude. Paul said, " When | was a child, | spake as
a child, | understood as a child, | thought as a child: but
when | became a man, | put away childish things" (I Cor.
13:11). When it comesto serving God it ischildish totry
and choose up sidesand say, " I'm on thisside or that side" .
When it comesto serving God there can only be one side -
ThelLord'sside. Weareeither on hissideor wearenot !
Remember Jesus said, " Hethat isnot with meis against
me; and he that gather eth not with me scatter eth
abroad" (Matt 12:30). Thereareno two sidesabout it !

Serving God isnot a game- it isa seriousmatter ! When
Mosessaid, "Whoison theLord'sside ? let him come unto
me" only the sonsof Levi, the'priestly' order came unto
him. Over 600,000 men, pluswomen and children, came up
out of Egypt (Exodus 12:37). When we study the history of
| srael’swanderings, we find that it was always the vast
maj ority that often murmured and rebelled against God
and hisblessings. The eternal sons of God are not always on
theLord’ ssidein time. Of those who did not respond to
M oses by coming unto him - 3,000 men died as an example.
They paid the pricefor serving a false god. Aaron had made
them naked unto their own shame, by making them an idol
- agolden calf to wor ship. One could say the skins or the
naked lost that day. Whilethereisavast difference between
the eternally naked and those who are made naked in time,
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both arelosers.

Thenaked lost in the garden of Eden. God had told
Adam not to eat of "thetree of knowledge of good and evil
-- for in the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die
(dying thou shalt die)" . Adam did eat and Adam died and
began to die- for " the eyes of them both wer e opened, and
they knew they were naked." Prior to sin enteringin, “they
wer e both naked - and were not ashamed”. After sinning
Adam and Evetried in their own way to cover their
nakedness by making some insufficient aprons of itchy,
sticky fig leaves. When they heard the voice of God in the
garden, they tried to hide themselves from the presence of
theLord God. They wereno longer on 'TheLord's Side'.
Sin had alienated them from God, and caused them to be
un-reconciled, even as enemies of God. But God, whoisrich
in his mercy, clothed their nakedness, for, " Unto Adam also
and to hiswife did the Lord God make coats of skin and
clothed them." (Gen. 3:21)

Because of Adam's sin every natural born person is
conceived into thisworld naked and destitute of
righteousness. As Job said, " Naked came | out of my
mother’swomb, and naked shall | return thither —“. Do
you know of any natural human baby that was not born
naked ? David said, " In sin did my mother conceive me" .
Paul wrote, " Wherefor e, as by one man sin entered into the
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men,
for that all have sinned” . Do you know of any natural
human being that has never been subject tothe
condemnation of ‘death' ?" Verily every man at hisbest
stateisaltogether vanity” (Ps. 39:5). For " Thereisnone
righteous, no, not one” (Rom 3:10).

Every elect child of God must be clothed with or made
therighteousness of God, so they will befit for heaven and
‘ontheLord'sside eternally. " For he (God) hath made him
(Christ) to besin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of God in him" (Il Cor. 5:21). Asit
iswritten, “We know that all thingswork together for good
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to them that love God, to them that are the called according
to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son —
(Rom. 8:28-29a). But that isan eternal matter. While God
hasreconciled all of his elect to himself in Christ on the
cross, not all of God’s elect arereconciled to him in time.
Some live and diein disobedience to hisword. Who then, is
on thelLord'ssidein time- day by day ?

In order to bereconciled to God and beon theLord’'s
sidein thistime world the elect must first be converted to
thetruth of the gospel. The gospdl, (i.e. the good news
about Christ according to the Scriptures) isnot the means
of eternal life. Jesus Christ himself isthe means of eternal
life (John 5:39, | John 5:11-12). The gospel bringsthat “life
and immortality to light” (I1 Tim. 1:7-10). Conversion isthe
work of God and not thework of man (asisregeneration, i.
e. being born again). God must give under standing or
“hearing ears’ totheelect in order for them to hear and
under stand the gospel.

Scripture often usesthe analogy of “athletes’ to teach
truth. David did in Psalms 19:5, asdid Solomon in Eccles.
9:11, and Paul did soin | Cor. 9:24 and Heb. 12:1. Meaning
no disrespect to the language of Scripture, | would liketo
use a football analogy to present what ison my mind. Since
it istrue, that only God gives birth to his children, and only
God gives under standing or hearing earsto those whom he
gives birth, it could be said, God ‘recruits some' to be on his
team or on hissidein time. | am sure some will not take
kindly to my terminology, but please be charitable, after all
- Jesus did say “Isit not lawful for meto do what | will with
mine own ? --- for many be called , but few chosen”.

While God causes usto be born again, and then converts
usto thetruth, several things must take place, (again using
my football analogy), in order for usto maketheteam or be
on theLord’ssidein time. While these things do not require
any individual ability on our part, (and if it did the Lord
would give thoseto us), it doesrequire somework. Paul
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wrote, “-- work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to will
and to do of hisgood pleasure’ (Phil. 2:12-13). And again
weread, “ For we are hisworkmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good wor ks, which God hath before ordained
that we should walk in them” (Eph. 2:10). The very grace of
God that brings salvation teaches usto live godly in this
present world (Titus 2:11).

It secemsto methat thefirst thing we must doin order to
be on theLord’ sside, (using my football analogy), iswe
must be good receivers. Paul wrote, “Wethen, asworkers
together with him, beseech you also, that yereceive not the
grace of God in vain”. Jesus came unto hisown, and his
own received him not. But asmany asdid receive him ---*.
Somereceiversrecelve the seed by the way side. Some
receive the seed into stony places, with joy, but only endure
for alittlewhile. Somereceive the seed among the thorns,
and the cares of thisworld, and the deceitfulness of riches,
choke the word, and they become unfruitful. “ But he that
received the seed into the good ground ishethat heareth the
word, and under standeth it; which also beareth fruit, and
bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty” (Matthew 13:18-22).

During thefour years| played football | always played
“center” and “linebacker” except for one play in one game.
Oneof our receiverswasinjured and our coach gave some
of us Seniorsa chancefor “glory”. | ran out for one pass.
Theball almost hit mein thehead. | didn’t catch it. The
next play | wasreturned to my position as center. | am so
glad the Lord plowsthe good ground and makes us good
receivers.

It also occurred to methat we must be good kickers. The
old habits of the flesh must be kicked or “put off ”. Paul
wrote, “If so bethat ye have heard him, and have been
taught by him, asthetruth isin Jesus: That ye put off
concer ning the former conver sation (way of life) the old
man, which is corrupt accor ding to deceitful lusts—
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Wher efor e putting away lying, speak every man truth with
hisneighbor: for we are membersone of another”. We
should kick the old man so hard that hedies. | know that
sounds bad to the natural ear, but wearetold to “Mortify
therefore your memberswhich areupon theearth”. That
word mortify meansto subdue, deaden or put to death.
(The way some people misinterpret scripture, it’sa miracle
we don’t have more mass murdersin somereligions.)

Then | realized we must also be good carriers- not of a
ball - or gossip - or of a disease, but of a cross. Jesus said,
“If any man (woman, boy or girl) will come after me, let
him deny himself and take up hiscross, and follow me”.
We do not need to create a new path (or asthey say in
football open ahole) - wejust need to follow Christ in “his
steps’ —in theold path. We are not worthy of being on the
Lord’ssideunlesswe arewillingto carry a cross— Jesus
said, “Hethat taketh not hiscross, and followeth after me,
iIsnot worthy of me” (Matt. 10:32-39).

Finally, as| bring this sporting analogy to a close, we
must know which uniform to put on. A player on oneteam
would betotally out of place wearing the uniform of the
other team. He would haveto line up on the other side of
thefield with the other team. He would look and sound
rather stupid, standing with the other team, but shouting
“hey, I’'m on the other side”. | played ball before the face
mask and so many player protectiverules. Bloody noses
and black eyeswere common place. Thanksto football, |
have wor n partial false teeth since my senior year in high
school.

Asrough as contact sports can be, can you imagine what
it would beliketo wear the wrong uniform in the time of
war. Yet we find some of God’s minister’swho claim to be
on TheLord’ s Side, but want to wear the uniform of the
enemy. That can be down right dangerousto say theleast,
and hypocritical to say themost (Isaiah 4:1). If aperson is
going to wear the wrong uniform he ought not to complain
when he gets hit on thefield of play or shot at in the battle.
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L et theredeemed of the Lord say so.

TheLord’sside hasa uniform to wear. We must put on
Christ. We must put on truth. We must put on the whole
armour of God, that we may be able to stand against the
wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against spiritual wickednessin high places. Our
uniform glowsin the dark, for by putting on Christ, we
should reflect the light of the world, and men should see our
good works and glorify our Father which is heaven.

WhoisontheLord sside? Not those who givelip
service to hisname, and follow after the ways of the golden
calf. Not those who depart from the faith and give heed to
seducing spirits and doctrines of devils. Not those who
forsakethetruth and turn God’s people unto fables. Not
those who forsakethe * old paths, whereisthe good way”
and proclaim “Wewill not walk therein”. Not those who
are lukewarm with apathy and indifference, wallowing in
self satisfaction and materialism. They may think they are
on theLord sside— But Jesus says, “| will spue thee out of
my mouth. Because thou sayest, | am rich, and increased
with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that
thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and
naked --“.

The Laodicean church was surely loved of the Lord for
he said, “Asmany as| love, | rebuke and chasten —. But
some of them werenot on theLord’ ssidein time, for he
said, “be zealous therefore and repent”. They wer e poor
and naked before God in time,

their apathy and indifference had separated them from
God’'s blessings. Jesus said unto them, “| counsel theeto
buy of megold tried in thefire, that thou mayest berich;
and whiteraiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that
the shame of thy nakedness do not appear ---“ (Rev. 3:18).

WhoisonthelLord sside ? Those who lose their lifefor
His sake. Those who have a little strength, and have kept
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Hisword, and have not denied His name. Those who run
therace lawfully. Those who finish the cour se. Those who
remain faithful even unto death, contending for the faith
once delivered unto the saints. Those who say with Paul,
“For tometoliveisChrist and todieisgain”. Those who
can say, “| am crucified with Christ: nevertheless| live; yet
not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which | now live
in theflesh | live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved
me, and gave himself for me”. (BA)

Return to BTL Bookshelf 1
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